THE LAHAVE RIVER
By Rev. William Almon DesBrisay
Oh, what would I give for a sail to-night,

On the beautiful river of dreams;

On the peaceful breast of the calm La Have,

Where the magic of starlight gleams.

Oh, the bright green vales and the hillsides fair,

Are the fairest the wide world knows;

And the picture I love is a pure white sail, 

Where its whispering water flows.

From its source where the gliding brooklet sings, 

To the spray of old Iron-bound;

Sweet nature her loveliest landscapes took, 

And strewed them over the ground.

Oh, I wonder to-night how the music swells, 

And the wild pine forest seems;

With the moonlight deep in its weird paths,

On the beautiful river of dreams.

Oh memory’s isle, are you happy yet?

Are you minding a dipping oar?

Do you think of the golden summer days,

And the greetings that come no more?

Oh, never twilight on tender wing, 

Comes tinted with purple beams, 

But memory hallows the matchless scene,

On the beautiful river of dreams.

Dream on, O soul of the longing night,

O heart of the prayerful past;

Some days must in shadows descend to earth,

Some nights must be overcast.

O spirit of love that must sometimes bring 

A sorrow the Father deems

Is best for a life; keep faithful watch

On the beautiful river of dreams.

O wings of the faces that come and go, 

Float back from your golden clime;

And waft me the musical voices still, 

In the leaf-strewn isles of time.

Oh, bring me the language love hallows yet,

As the sweetest of all life’s themes;

And sing with me when the night winds sleep,

On the beautiful river of dreams.
END
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